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Three parts

1. OCIM : What is it ? 

2. Editorial policy

3. Personnal reflections
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Who am I ?

Science and Society Observatory 

OCIM Observatory aims to be a resource tool that 
collects data, capitalises on good practices, and 

offers analysis of specific topics in the field of 
“Scientific and Technology Culture”
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1. What is it ? 

• OCIM – Office for Museographic Cooperation and Information – is a 
resource centre specialized in scientific museology and 
museography

• OCIM is  a public service within University of Burgundy and financed by 
the Higher Education and Research Ministry

• Target audience : any professional working in natural history 
museums, science centres, ecomuseums, society museums, 
archaeological and historical museums, natural parks, interpretation 
centres… 
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OCIM activities

• Training

• Documentation• Documentation

• Observation

• Publication
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Every year, a new program…

Training
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Training
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Documentation
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Publication

Books, indices
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Publication

La Lettre de l’OCIM
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La lettre de l’OCIM

• La Lettre de l’OCIM is a bimonthly publication, usually 76 pages 
long

2. Editorial policy

• Creation : 1988

• 1500 subscribers 

• Topical subjects in relation to museology, science and technical 
museography, as well as museum and science centre activities  
: exhibition, conference, publication, ongoing training, 
bibliography, various relevant information…
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Evolution of the institutions 

presented in an article
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Evolution of themes
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Geographical representation
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Geographical involvement
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3. Personnal reflections

• La Lettre is a window on L’OCIM

• Strong points of La Lettre : 
• Reactivity• Reactivity
• Regularity
• High production standards
• National distribution

• Weaknesses
• Limited distribution
• La Lettre is purely an editorial publication
• The tone of the magazine
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Lack of criticism of specialized exhibitions on 
scientific and technical topics

3. Personnal reflections

Why scientific criticism is usefull ?
• Creates a basis for a common language

• It provides codes and keys to analyzing elements of science 
museum 

• Criticism could prevent us from losing the specificity which 
constitutes our identity
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Thank you for your attention

florence.belaen@u-bourgogne.fr




